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Department of &net Tcs 

Wmmry 9, 1959 

Professor M. R. Irwin 
Dapartmant of Genetics 
Unlv8rsl ty of Wisconsin 
Hsdlson 6, Wlsconsln 

Dear Bob: 

The enclosures cover soma formal I ties that I probably should 
have taken core of more expllcit+y before leaving Madison, but I am 
sure you will sympathize! 

We are gradually getting set up here snd should be actually 
at work in the laboratory by the middle of next week. Hav i ng 
some of this familiar apparatus at hand has been a wonderful 
conv&nlence as 1 am sure there would have been unforeseen delays 
on the part of at least some items. 

It ws some help to have had two weeks of absolutely splendid 
weather during the first @wo weeks of Pour stay, which at least 
helped to soothe some of the raw edges of the moving i tsel f. We have 
been livfng in a kitchen-furnished motel most of the time since our 
arrival, some of this interval having been punctuated by a phage co= 
ference at Berkeley, but we have made arrangements for rental of a t~-~e 
on campus and we look forward to occupying this in about a week. I will 
close with the remark that everyone here has been just as friendly and 
helpful as their counterparts at Wisconsin.’ 

I was very sorry to hear that Luria had decldid not to accept 
the Wisconsin post as I was sure that this would have been a rc- 
markable arrangement lioth for him and for the University. It is ob- 
vlous that IIts. Lurla*s academic opportunity in Doston ptayz4 a nearly 
declslve role in his decision. I am sorry that I cannot thlnk of 
anyone who could play a part quite comparable to Lurla and I would 
be somewhat baffled at thls instant for su4jgestion for a near 
approxlmatlon. In any case, you know that you have my very best 
wishes both personally and departmentally, 

As ever, 

Joshua Lederberg 
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